09/04/01 16:42 FAX 570 253 1007 QUALITY PRINTING gl

550031

Carol Hanlon Ve oL
U.S. Department of Energy

Yuccs Mountain Site Characterization Office (M/S #025) SEP 0 4 750
P. 0. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV §9036-0307

Dear Cargl Hanlon,

The Northeast Pa. Audubon Society objects to the lack of proper, reasonable notice and oppor unity for hearing on the
DOE's site recormendation of Yuccs Mounrain for e national high-level nuciear waste reposit ory. On

August 21, 2001, with less than 30 days for any interested person to read the DOE's more than 370 pege long technical
report, “Yucca Moumain Preliminary Stte Suitability Evaluation,” your agency snouwnsd it w ay

holding public bearings or: the site recommendation of Yucca Mountain in Nevada between $i ptember 5th and 13th.
Not only are these bearings provided with unally insdeyuate notive, but also, 0 pesouy who il be allecied by the
requisite transportation of high-level miclear waste through their hometowns via rail and road, your agency has provided
10 opporivaity W comment os Uk suilabilily of G recommendstion. A few mectings In Neva [a doos not come close to
providing an opportunity for public hearing on  project of this magnitude and immense potes ial

danger w thuse un transposation routes thronghout the country. Tn addition, it is plain that the aotice you provided was
defective not only for being sbsurdly short notice, but also for providing notice to meet a1 & pli ¢¢, canceling that site,
then providing another sitc with an incorrect address. Mareaver, your ageacy provided that final noticc of

the meeting at the wrong address on Angust 31st, the beginning of the long Labor Day weeker d, less than five dayy
before the mesting was o take place. This inchuded the intervening weekend and holiday.

Finally, it is plain from the notices yonr agency published in the Federa! Register on Augast 2, 27 and 31, that the
public is not clearly placed on notice that these are public hearings on your agency’s decision 13 recommend Yucca
Mauntain as the site for a national high-level nuclasr waste repository. Persons reading the no ice ate given the
impression that these are merely hearings on the preliminary site suitability evaluation. Even tien, your provision of less
than thirty days notice from the availability of the 370 page evaluation snd the few hearings in Nevada, make it
impossible for ardinary citizens to have eny meaningful participstion in sach meetings. The e fice was too short to
allow the arrangement of one's schedule to attend, ton fir sway from most persons who are int rrested hecause of their
being on the high-level nuclear waste traasportation routes, too little time to acquire and assirg ilate the substance of the
370-pius page evaluation of the site, and completely defective due i the armrs mentinned aba ve.

There is 1o doubt that, 0o matter what provitions may be in the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, the United States
Constittion's Fifth Amendment protections require thar persons such as ourselves--and affect d Nevadans—must have
at Jeast reasonable natice and an apporamity to be heard oa a decision such as this one. a decit ion with vast
tepercussions and grave potential dangers. Your ageacy's actions in this regard have not come even close to meeting the
most minimal constitutional protections of citizens' rights to due process in this instance. We ¢ re certain you have
violated our rights and those of the citizens of Nevada.

We cail on you to reschedule thege hearings with adequate notice and a meaningful opportumity to be heard by all
persons who will be affected by your agency’s recommendation of Yucca Mountain as the nat onal
high-level waste repository.

Sincerely,

Katharine Dodge -
Energy Chair

Northeasi P2 Audubon Society

Box 711, Honesdale PA 18431
{570)253-9250



